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The  Greater  Chicagoland  area,  cur- 
rently designated  as  having  a severe 
ozone  problem,  has  been  able  to  meet 
or  “attain”  air  quality  standards  set  at 
the  federal  level.  Therefore,  the  Chica- 
goland area  is  both  the  largest  metro- 
politan area  and  the  first  severe  ozone 
nonattainment  area  in  the  nation  to 
achieve  this  goal  and  it  was  accom- 
plished six  years  ahead  of  schedule. 
The  State  will  be  petitioning  U.S.  EPA 
in  the  Spring  of  2002  to  recognize  this 
important  achievement  that  not  only 
signifies  a healthier  environment  but 
will  also  benefit  the  regional  economy 
for  years  to  come.  It  is  now  the  State’s 
responsibility  to  demonstrate  that  the 
area  will  be  able  to  maintain  this  im- 
proved air  quality,  including  showing 
the  continued  commitment  of  both  in- 
dividual and  corporate  citizens  to  ac- 
tions that  contribute  to  cleaner  air. 

Green  Pays  on  Green  Days  is  a two 
fold  initiative.  First,  it  is  a celebration 
of  the  achievements  in  Air  Quality  for 
the  Greater  Chicagoland  area.  Second, 
it  is  a renewed  commitment  by  busi- 
nesses, government,  and  individual  citi- 
zens to  maintain  and  further  reduce  air 
pollution. 


a Days”  Information 


♦ The  Illinois  EPA  and  the  Partners  for 
Clean  Air  are  co-sponsoring  the  Green 
Pays  on  Green  Days  program  as  an 
educational  initiative  to  target  individ- 
ual citizens  to  reduce  air  pollution  in  the 
Greater  Chicagoland  area. 

♦ The  Green  Pays  on  Green  Days  pro- 
gram, running  from  May  27,  2002 — 
September  2,  2002,  will  award  environ- 
mentally-ffiendly  products,  thus  encour- 
aging citizens  to  purchase  and  use  these 
products  in  the  future.  The  status  of  the 
air  quality  will  be  a feature  of  this  pro- 
gram, and  prizes  will  be  awarded  on 
days  when  the  six-color  national  Air 
Quality  Index  shows  that  air  quality  in 
the  Greater  Chicagoland  area  is  good, 
or  on  ‘‘Green  Days”.  Individuals  that 
wish  to  participate  in  the  program  must 
pledge  to  taking  one  or  more  “Green 
Actions”  on  Ozone  Action  Days,  when 
weather  conditions  are  conducive  for 
high  ozone  levels.  Individuals  who 
make  this  commitment  will  be  eligible 
to  receive  the  environmentally-friendly 
prize  packages  on  those  Green  Days. 
Additionally,  the  Grand  Prize,  an  ultra- 
low  emission  vehicle,  will  be  awarded  at 
the  end  of  the  program. 


The  national  Air  Quality  Index  (AQI)  is  a six- 
color  system  which  classifies  air  quality  from 
“Good”  to  “Hazardous”.  Illinois  monitors  for 
five  major  air  pollutants  that  are  regulated  by  the 
Clean  Air  Act:  ground-level  ozone  (03),  particu- 
late matter  (PM),  carbon  monoxide  (CO),  sulfur 
dioxide  (S02),  and  nitrogen  oxide  (NOx).  The 
pollutant  with  the  highest  index  value  determines 
the  air  quality  rank  for  each  day.  The  AQI  ranks 
daily  air  quality  data  as  Green,  Yellow,  Orange, 
Red,  Purple  or  Maroon  and  provides  information 
focusing  on  the  health  effects  of  air  pollution. 
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Groups 

101-150 

Increasing  likelihood  of 
respiratory  symptoms 
and  breathing 
discomfort  in 
sensitive  groups. 

Active  children  and 
adults,  and  people  with 
respiratory  disease,  such 
as  asthma,  should  limit 
prolonged  outdoor 
activity. 

Unhealthy 

151-200 

Greater  likelihood  of 
respiratory  symptoms 
and  breathing  difficulty 
in  sensitive  groups. 
Possible  respiratory 
effects  in  general 
population. 

Active  children,  adults, 
& people  with 
respiratory  disease,  such 
as  asthma,  should  avoid 
heavy  outdoor  exertion. 
All  others,  especially 
children,  should  limit 
heavy  outdoor  exertion. 

Very 

Unhealthy 

201-300 

Increasingly  severe 
symptoms  and  impaired 
breathing  likely  in 
sensitive  groups. 
Increasing  likelihood  of 
respiratory  effects  in 
general  population. 

Active  children  and 
adults,  and  people  with 
respiratory  disease,  such 
as  asthma,  should  avoid 
all  outdoor  exertion. 
Everyone  else,  espe- 
cially children,  should 
limit  outdoor  exertion. 

Hazardous 

301-500 

Severe  respiratory  ef- 
fects & impaired 
breathing  likely  in 
sensitive  groups. 
Increasingly  severe 
respiratory  effects  likely 
in  general  population. 

Everyone  should  avoid 
all  outdoor  exertion 
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TO  ENTER 

Green  Pays  on 
Green  Days: 

Visit  the  NBC5 
Website  at 


NBC5.com 


What  is  Your  Pledge? 

D Limit  driving  - rideshare,  carpool,  walk  or  bike. 

n Take  public  transportation  - use  CTA,  Metra  and 
PACE. 

n If  you  do  drive,  avoid  excessive  idling  and  abrupt 
starts. 

D Refuel  your  car  after  7 p.m.  when  sunlight  is  not  as 
strong. 

n Use  gasoline-powered  recreational  vehicles  sparingly. 

n Defer  lawn  mowing  and  gardening  chores  that  use 
gasoline-powered  equipment  on  Ozone  Action  Days. 

n Choose  water-based  paints  instead  of  oil-based. 

n Use  a charcoal  chimney  or  electric  starter  instead  of 
lighter  fluid  when  using  a barbecue  grill. 

D Limit  use  of  household  and  personal  products  that 
cause  fumes. 

n Conserve  energy  at  home  to  reduce  energy  needs 
from  power  plants. 


Thank  You  to  Our  Sponsors 
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Envirotest  Illinois,  Inc. 

==cn  Exxon  Mobile 

— 

— ° Midwest  Generation 
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— — ^ The  Clean  Energy  Community 
Foundation 
Abbott  Laboratories 

Financial  & Product  Sponsors 

Dow 

Reliant  Energy 
Plano  Metals,  Inc. 

AAA — Chicago  Motor  Club 
Blitz  USA 
City  of  Chicago 
Commonwealth  Edison 
Illinois  Com  Growers  Association 
Owens-Coming 

United  States  Environmental 
Protection  Agency 

Special  Thanks  to: 

NBC  Channel  5 — Chicago 
Clear  Channel  Radio 
Chicago  Sun-Times 
American  Lung  Association 
of  Metropolitan  Chicago 
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